MILITARY   REVOLT   OF   COMMUNIST   PARTY

and I was quite calm, because 1 did not suppose that
Senor Azana would hesitate to do what seemed to be
his duty. His refusal disappointed me, because the
man who had used persuasive words to show the people
the way to liberty was not capable, when he saw it
threatened by so many misfortunes and dangers, of run-
ning a small risk to try and save it. I take advantage of
this occasion to advise the people that they should use the
tragic experience acquired throughout this war, that they
should show some reserve towards the political campaign
of those till now called public men, and should look
towards more modest men who understand the people's
wish for political and social betterment, and know how to
satisfy it. I have the impression that in the future public
men who are fogged by their own oratory, and afraid to
act for the benefit of the people and the country, wiU find
the people disillusioned and free from all ingenuousness.

The President of the Republic having failed, there was
still a possibility that the President of Parliament might
come to Spain as Head of the State. Not only the Prime
Minister, but certain Ministers were sure that Senor
Martinez Barrio would come soon; but as time passed, and
Senor Martinez Barrio did not arrive, it was not possible
to wait for him any longer.

On the 4th of March the whole machine of Government
had nothing legal about it, since all Constitutional
authorities had disappeared. Negrin's Government found
itself in a very contemptible position because it could no
longer justify its pretensions to legality. Dr. Negrin knew